《Dummelow’s Commentary on the Bible – Ezra》(John R. Dummelow)
Commentator

Compiled by 40 Bible Scholars and edited by Dummelow, this commentary has received favorable reviews from Christians of many denominations. At one time, this was one of the most popular commentaries of the 20th century. Although not as conservative as the others, it is still quite helpful with detailed introductions and concise comments. All maps and images from the printed edition are included.

This commentary provides in a single large but convenient book the essential scholarly information on the Bible necessary to every minister and Bible student.

Dummelow's Commentary is distinguished by two remarkable combinations of merits. First, it combines to an extraordinary degree completeness and conciseness. As Bishop Anderson of the Diocese of Chicago has said, it contains "more information attractively presented than can be found in the same amount of space in the whole realm of Bible Literature." Yet it is not too diffuse, nor is the essential information obscured by unnecessary or rambling discourse.

Second, it combines in a remarkable way the highest religious reverence with exact scientific rigor. Preachers and theologians of many denominations and various shades of faith have paid tribute to its "conservative liberalism".

00 Introduction 

General Introduction on Ezra and Nehemiah
1. The period of the Exile. The contents of Ezra and Nehemiah are separated from the last events in the previous historical writings by an interval of 50 years. The books of Chronicles, like the books of Kings, virtually close with the capture of Jerusalem by Nebuchadrezzar and the deportation of a large number of its inhabitants into Babylonia. There they were probably gathered into colonies or settlements at various places, such as Tel-abib (Ezekiel 3:15), Tel-melah, Tel-harsha (Ezra 2:59), Casiphia (Ezra 8:17), and others. So long as they remained quiet subjects they were not, as a rule, persecuted or enslaved. They were at liberty to cultivate the land and to acquire servants (Jeremiah 29:5; Ezra 2:65); and, to judge from the value of the contributions made for religious purposes (Ezra 2:65, Ezra 2:69; Zechariah 6:10-11), some must have accumulated considerable wealth. On the other hand, those who were disaffected and insubordinate brought upon themselves cruel punishments (Jeremiah 29:22); and several passages in the prophets imply that many of the exiles were not unacquainted with harsh conditions of service (Isaiah 14:3; Isaiah 47:6).

Jewish religious life in the time of the Exile was distinguished from that of the pre-exilic period by the suspension of the sacrificial system. Notonly was the Temple at Jerusalem destroyed—the place which the Lord had chosen to put His name there—but the captive Jews were withdrawn from the actual soil of Israel and were dwelling in an 'unclean land' (cp. Amos 7:17), where acceptable sacrifices could not be offered. They maintained, however, such religious ordinances as the sabbath and circumcision; and the cessation of material oblations probably intensified rather than impaired the practice of prayer. Reflection upon the calamities sustained by their race must have deepened their sense of national sin; and the lessons of experience at last bore fruit in the gradual eradication of their propensity towards idolatry. The hope of a future restoration to their own country led to an increasing study of the ceremonial law which circumstances prevented them from carrying out in the present; and the loss of national independence enhanced the interest attaching to the records of their past greatness, some of the historical books (including the books of Kings) being completed during this period.

The Exile was brought to a close when the Babylonian empire fell before Cyrus, prince of Anshan or Elam. Cyrus, though an Elamite, was connected by descent with the Persian house of Achæmenes; and he not only became master of Media (in 549 b.c., through the deposition of Astyages), but subsequently of Persia likewise. In character he was courageous, magnanimous, and pious; and when he advanced to attack Babylon (then ruled by Nabunahid, or Nabonidus, a feeble prince), his career was watched with intense interest by the Jews, who regarded him as their destined deliverer. In 538 he took possession of Babylon, which surrendered peaceably; and when Nabonidus, who had fled, was captured, the Jews passed under the rule of a new lord. The way in which their expectations respecting Cyrus were fulfilled forms the subject of the opening narrative of the book of Ezra.

2. Political and Religious Conditions after the Return. When the Jewish people returned from exile their political condition was very unlike what it had been before the Fall of Jerusalem and the deportation of its inhabitants. With those events the national existence which they had enjoyed for many centuries came to an end; and though a number of them were restored to their country by Cyrus they remained subjects of the Persian empire. Jerusalem and the surrounding districts were under the control of a governor (Pehah or Tirshatha), who, though he might be occasionally a Jew, must often have been an alien. And whilst the Persian rule was probably in general not oppressive, various circumstances must have made the position of the Jewish community rather a hard one. They were surrounded by a hostile population, who seized every opportunity of bringing them into disfavour with the Persian authorities. They were for the most part poor (the richest men, according to Josephus, having remained in Babylon), and the land they cultivated, which was naturally not very fertile, had doubtless suffered from neglect; and yet they not only had to pay tribute, custom, and toll to the royal exchequer (Nehemiah 5:4; Ezra 7:24), but had to contribute to the support of the local governor. And the pressure of external hardship was aggravated by internal friction. The poorer classes, to meet the payments required of them, had to borrow of their more prosperous neighbours at a high rate of interest, and the latter enforced to the full the rights which the Jewish laws conferred upon the creditor over an insolvent debtor. Many, to support themselves, had not only to part with their fields, but with their families, who were sold into bondage. The bitter feelings created by this situation might have had serious results, had it not been for the prudence and self-sacrifice of Nehemiah, who from 445 to 433 was Tirshatha. By his exhortation and example he succeeded in averting the social divisions that at one time threatened the people; and though some of the measures he adopted to safeguard the religion of his countrymen did not conduce to friendly relations with their neighbours, his statesmanship ensured during the tenure of his authority not only the security but the contentment of the community In religion the Jews enjoyed a degree of freedom denied them in civil affairs. When they returned to Jerusalem they were authorised by Cyrus to restore the Temple; and though some years elapsed before the Temple was actually reconstructed, the altar of the Lord was set up as soon as they were once more settled in their own land, and the system of sacrificial worship, which had been suspended during the Exile, was re-organised. But though the religious life of the community again flowed in its old channels, its general tenor was in some respects unlike what it had previously been. Three points of difference may be noticed here, (a) The proneness to adopt alien religious rites, or to worship the Lord by means of material symbols, which was so common before the Exile, disappeared after the Return. The severe national judgment which they had sustained, and the experience of polytheism which they had acquired in Babylon, seem to have confirmed them finally in their allegiance to the God of their fathers and in the principles of spiritual religion; and the protests against idolatry, so frequently required in earlier times, are henceforward seldom heard. (b) Prophecy, which in pre-exilic days had been so conspicuous a feature in their religious history, now declined in importance; and though several prophets did arise in the course of this period, they were more circumscribed in the range of their thoughts and less vigorous and original in the expression of them. In some respects the diffusion of a knowledge of the Law among the people at large rendered the need of such exceptional teachers less urgent, their places as moral and religious instructors being, in a measure, filled by the scribes, (c) Ritual was regarded differently by the leaders of religious thought before and after the Exile, in consequence, no doubt, of a difference in the needs of the times. When Israel enjoyed national independence, there was less need to emphasise the external features distinctive of Jewish worship, the prophets being chiefly concerned to insist upon the moral conditions demanded by the Lord of His worshippers. But after the Exile, when the nation had lost its independence, it was only by its ecclesiastical organisation and observances that its separateness as a community could be maintained, and therefore increased importance was attached to the ceremonial requirements of the Law.
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Ezra Introduction
1. Character and Contents. The book of Ezra was combined by the Jews with the book of Nehemiah, the two being regarded as constituting a single work, of which Ezra himself was the reputed author. In the Hebrew Bible they both precede Chronicles; but it is probable that with the latter they form a consecutive history of which Chronicles is the first half. The close connexion between these three books is shown, not only by the way in which the closing verses of Chronicles are practically repeated in the opening verses of Ezra, but by (a) a common interest in statistics and genealogies; (b) a common sympathy for the ecclesiastical side of Jewish life; (c) a common use of certain phrases (e.g. 'father's house') which are comparatively rare elsewhere. If the three are all portions of one single work the composition of it cannot be earlier than the close of the 4th cent.; for, as has been seen, Chronicles must be as late as 340 b.c., whilst Nehemiah contains a reference (Nehemiah 12:11, Nehemiah 12:22) to the high priest Jaddua, who was contemporary with Alexander the Great (336-323). Consequently, since Ezra cannot have outlived the 5th cent. b.c., his authorship of the connected books is out of the question; and the writer is really unknown.

The book of Ezra relates the history of the Jewish people from their return under Zerubbabel from Babylon to their own country in 536 to the arrival at Jerusalem of a second body of exiles under Ezra in 458, and includes an account of the building of the Second Temple. It thus covers a period of rather more than 78 years; but of these the 15 years between 535 and 520 and the 58 years between 516 and 458 are practically a blank; so that it is less a continuous record than a description of selected incidents.

2. Sources. The principal sources employed in the compilation of the book are (a) the actual memoirs of Ezra, distinguished by the use of the first person (Ezra 7:27 to Ezra 9:15); (b) genealogies and registers (2, Ezra 10:18-44); (c) extracts derived from documents written not in Hebrew but in Aramaic (Ezra 4:7 to Ezra 6:18; Ezra 7:12-26).

3. Value. The historical importance of Ezra is very great, since it is the chief authority for the period of Jewish history with which it deals. Though the work of which it forms part is separated by a considerable interval from some of the events narrated, it makes use (as has been just shown) of earlier documents, and, for some portion of the time covered by it, it draws upon records composed by one of the principal actors in the incidents described. Nor is its religious value inferior to its secular interest. As a record of the past it recounts the fulfilment of one of the most remarkable predictions of Hebrew prophecy, namely, the restoration to their own land of the exiles who 50 years before had been carried into captivity; it relates the establishment at Jerusalem of the community to which the world owes the preservation, arrangement, and completion of the Hebrew Scriptures; and it marks the beginning and development of that intense attachment to the Mosaic Law which became so conspicuous a feature of Jewish religious life in after times. And as a means of conveying practical instruction the book is animated with a spirit of fervid patriotism, of uncompromising adhesion to principle, and of loyal devotion to God. The character of Ezra in particular exhibits qualities deserving much admiration—deeply-rooted personal piety conjoined with a high regard for ecclesiastical order and the external rites of religion, and unwavering faith manifesting itself in, and through, active works.

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-11

The Return of the Jews from Captivity
The chapter narrates how Cyrus, king of Persia, permitted the Jews in Babylon to return to Jerusalem to rebuild the Temple there, and restored the vessels taken from it.

1. Now, etc.] The book of Ezra begins with the last words of 2 Ch; Ezra 1:1-2 and the first half of Ezra 1:3 occurring in 2 Chronicles 36:22, 2 Chronicles 36:23. The three books, Chronicles, Ezra, and Nehemiah, were probably at first continuous, in this order; but subsequently the arrangement in the Hebrew Bible was altered to Ezra, Nehemiah, and Chronicles, Ezra being placed first in order to form a sequel to the history contained in Kings. 2 Chronicles was then made to conclude with the same words that form the beginning of Ezra.

In the first year of Cyrus] i.e. of Cyrus' rule over Babylon, 538 b.c.

The word of the Lord.. Jeremiah] see Jeremiah 29:10; Jeremiah 25:11-13 cp. also Ezekiel 11:7; Ezekiel 37:12. The period of the Captivity was described by Jeremiah as 70 years and by Ezekiel as 40 (Ezra 4:6). Its actual duration, reckoned from the Fall of Jerusalem in 586, was about 50 years, but the interval between the destruction of the Temple and its restoration in 516 (Ezra 6:15) was almost exactly 70. The accordance of the event with predictions uttered so long before witnesses to the remarkable faculty of prevision possessed by the Hebrew prophets, inasmuch as there was nothing (so far as can be judged) within the political horizon at the time when the predictions were made to create such an expectation.

The Lord stirred up, etc.] Josephus states that the divine will respecting the Jews was made known to Cyrus by the prophecies of Isaiah (see Isaiah 44:28; Isaiah 45:1-4, where Cyrus is styled 'the Lord's servant' and the Lord's anointed'). Be this as it may, God's purposes were fulfilled, whatever may have been the motives by which the Persian king was consciously actuated. From the inscriptions it appears that Nabunahid (Nabonidus), the last king of Babylon, had caused great discontent by removing to his capital the gods of various cities, and that Cyrus sent them back to their respective sanctuaries; and the restoration of the sacred vessels (Ezra 1:7) of the Jews, whose God was not represented by any image, was doubtless part of the same policy. The permission given to the Jews themselves to return to Jerusalem to reconstruct the Temple there conciliated a number of people who might otherwise have been a source of danger to the empire. The old idea that Cyrus as a Zoroastrian had sympathy with the religion of the Jews is disproved by evidence from the monuments.

2. The Lord God.. hath given me] Cyrus showed great regard for the religious sentiments of his various subjects; and just as in his inscriptions it is represented to the Babylonians that he had obtained his victories through Merodach their chief god, so here in a decree issued to the Jews his success is ascribed to the Lord. But it is possible that the Hebrew colouring of the decree is due to a Hebrew scribe, commissioned to make it intelligible to his countrymen, rather than to its royal author.

4. Whosoever remaineth] RV 'whosoever' (of the captive people) 'is left' (cp. Nehemiah 1:2), there being an allusion to the remnant of Israel.

The men of his place] i.e. his Babylonian neighbours (Ezra 1:6).

5. Whose spirit, etc.] It was only a small proportion of the exiled Jews who were inspired with such zeal for their land and the sanctuary of their God as to exchange the comfort of Babylon for the desolation of Judæa. In this passage those who took advantage of Cyrus' decree are represented as belonging to Judah and Benjamin only, but there were also among them some from Ephraim and Manasseh: 1 Chronicles 9:3.

7. Had brought forth] see 2 Kings 24:13; 2 Chronicles 36:7.

8. Sheshbazzar] It seems probable that this was the Persian or Babylonian name of Zerubbabel (Ezra 2:2). In favour of the view that the same person is designated by the two names is the fact that the foundation of the Temple is ascribed to both (Ezra 5:16; Ezra 3:8), whilst the double name may be paralleled by the instances of Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, Azariah (Daniel 1:6-7), Eliakim, and Mattaniah (2 Kings 23:34; 2 Kings 24:17). But some distinguish between the two (as is done in 1 Esdras 6:18), and either regard Sheshbazzar as identical with Shenazzar the uncle of Zerubbabel, or take him to be a Persian commissioner accompanying Zerubbabel (for although he is here called the prince of Judah, i.e. the representative of Judah's royal line, the LXX in Ezra 5:14 styles him 'the guardian over the treasure,' or 'treasury').

9. Chargers.. knives] The words probably mean different kinds of vessels.

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-70

The Names and Number of those who returned
1. The province] i.e. the Persian province of Judæa (Ezra 5:8). Had carried away] in 597 b.c. and 586 b.c. Every one unto his city] i.e. to the provincial towns. This process can only have taken place very gradually.

2. Zerubbabel] for his relation to Sheshbazzar see on Ezra 1:8 for his ancestry see on Ezra 3:2. The list of names that follows is repeated, with some variants, in Nehemiah 7:7-73. Jeshua] the high priest, called by Haggai 'Joshua.' The names in this v. number 11, but in the corresponding passage in Neh (Nehemiah 7:7) they amount to 12, and are probably intended to be symbolic of the 12 tribes of Israel (cp. Ezra 6:17), the number of which was recalled at a later date by the 12 he-goats offered as a sin-offering at the dedication of the restored Temple (Ezra 6:17), and by the sacrifices described in Ezra 8:35 : cp. also the expression 'all Israel' in Ezra 2:70. Nehemiah] not the Nehemiah of Nehemiah 1:1.

3-9. The names in these vv. are those of families. 

16. Of Ater of Hezekiah] i.e. the descendants of Ater through Hezekiah, one of his sons.

20-35. The names in these vv. are those of localities. 

29. Nebo] not the Nebo in Reuben, E. of the Jordan (Numbers 32:38), but situated in Judah, identified by some with Nob (Isaiah 10:32), by others with the modern Nuba, S. of Jerusalem. 

31. The other Elam] in contrast to the Elam of Ezra 2:7.

36-39. Of the four priestly houses here named, one, Pashur, is not among the 24 enumerated in 1 Chronicles 24:7-18, but is probably a branch of the house of Malchijah (1 Chronicles 24:9): see Nehemiah 11:12.

40. Seventy and four] The small number betrays a backwardness on the part of the Levites similar to that which they manifested on a subsequent occasion: see Ezra 8:15. 

42. The porters] they kept the Temple gates (1 Chronicles 9:17). 

43. The Nethinims] i.e. Temple servants: see Nehemiah 8:17, and on 1 Chronicles 9:2. 

55. The children of Solomon's servants] probably descendants of the native Canaanites employed by Solomon on his buildings: see 1 Kings 9:21. 

59. Tel-melah, etc] localities in Babylonia.

62. Sought their register, etc] i.e. sought their entry among those who were enrolled as being Israelites of pure descent. As polluted] Only those were admitted to the priesthood who could prove their descent from Aaron, in accordance with Numbers 3:10; Numbers 16:40.

63. The Tirshatha] i.e. Zerubbabel, the title meaning 'governor,' perhaps one subordinate to a 'satrap.' Eat of the most holy things] the privilege of the priesthood only (Numbers 18:8-19). Till there stood up, etc.] In early times the high priest used to enquire of the Lord by Urim and Thummim: see on Exodus 28:30.

64. Forty and two thousand, etc.] The total number here given disagrees with the sum of the items, which only amounts to 29,818 (in Nehemiah 7:66, 31,089, the difference perhaps being due to textual errors).

65. Singing men, etc.] These were minstrels employed on secular occasions (cp. Sirach 12:7-8), distinct from the singers of Ezra 2:41, who were intended for the Temple.

69. Drams] The dram (Gk. drachma), like the pound (maneh), was a weight, equivalent to the Hebrew half-shekel. The pound contained 100 drams. Some authorities render the word translated 'dram' by daric, a gold coin worth a guinea. A pound of silver was worth about 4.

70. Dwelt in their cities] i.e. occupied several of the provincial cities. Some scholars have held that only a few (if any) Jews returned to Jerusalem in the reign of Cyrus (whose decree in Ezra 6:3-5 only directs the construction of the Temple, not the restoration of. any exiles), and that the Temple was not begun as related in Ezra 3, but built for the first time in the reign of Darius by the remnant of the people left in Judæa (Haggai 1:12, Haggai 1:14; Zechariah 8:6, Zechariah 8:11). There seems, however, no adequate reason to question the substantial truth of Ezra 1-3.

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-13


The Refounding of the Temple
1. The seventh month] i.e. Sept.-Oct. of (probably) 537 b.c.

2. Jeshua] called in Haggai 1:1; 'Joshua.' His father Jozadak had been carried into exile by Nebuchadnezzar (1 Chronicles 6:15). Son of Shealtiel] In 1 Chronicles 3:19; Zerubbabel is called the son of Pedaiah, the brother of Shealtiel (Salathiel). The discrepancy may be explained by the suppositions (a) that he was the real son of Pedaiah and the legal son of Shealtiel (Pedaiah having married Shealtiel's widow, according to the law of Deuteronomy 25:5.), (b) that he was grandson of Shealtiel and son of Pedaiah, (c) that he was grandson of both. But LXX of 1 Chronicles 3:19 makes him the son of Shealtiel (Salathiel), in agreement with the evidence of this passage and of Haggai 1:1.

Builded the altar] Possibly an effort had for a time been made to continue the worship of the Lord on the site of the Temple after its destruction (see Jeremiah 41:5); but the altar erected had apparently been overthrown. The Jews now proceeded to restore it, in order to have the privilege of public worship whilst the Temple was in course of reconstruction. As it is.. Moses] Special sacrifices were enjoined for the 1st day of the 7th month (Numbers 29:1-6).

3. Fear] i.e. of interruption from the enemy. 

4. The feast of tabernacles] This began on the 15th day of the 7th month, and lasted 7 days, followed by a solemn assembly on the 8th day: Numbers 29:12. 

5. Both of] better, 'and the offerings of,: see Numbers 28, 29.

7. And meat and drink, etc] cp. 1 Kings 5:6-11 regarding Solomon's Temple. To the sea of Joppa] RV 'to the sea, unto Joppa': cp. 2 Chronicles 2:16.

8. In the second year] probably 536 b.c. The second month would correspond to April-May.

9. Jeshua] not the 'Jeshua' of Ezra 3:8 (who was high priest), but a Levite (Ezra 2:40). 

10. The ordinance of David] This is set forth in 1 Chronicles 25:1; 1 Chronicles 16:4-6. 

11. Together] RV 'one to another': i. e. antiphonally.

12. Wept] Though the younger among the people were filled with hope, now that the house of the Lord was once more established in their midst, the older, who could remember the earlier Temple, destroyed about 50 years before, wept at the contrast to it which was presented by the meanness of the new building, and the inadequate resources available for its completion: cp. Haggai 2:3; Zechariah 4:10.

Some scholars have questioned whether the foundations of the Temple were really laid by Zerubbabel in the second year after the Return, as related in Ezra 3:8-10, on the ground that Haggai and Zechariah seem to imply that it was not begun until the 2nd year of Darius Hystaspis (520 b.c.): see Haggai 2:15; Zechariah 8:9. But the language of the prophets is sufficiently explained if it is assumed that only a commencement was made in 536, that the progress of the work was very soon suspended, and that the renewal of it in 520 was practically a fresh start, as indeed the book of Ezra itself declares it to have been (Ezra 5:2).

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-24

Feud Between the Jews and Samaritans
This chapter describes the desire of the Samaritans to take part in the rebuilding of the Temple, and their successful opposition to the Jews on their request being refused.

1. The adversaries] The term is here anticipatory of the opposition subsequently displayed. The people thus designated were the Samaritans, who, in the main, were the descendants of the immigrants who, to replace the Israelite population that had been deported after the fall of Samaria, had been introduced, first of all by Sargon, from Babylon, Cuthah, and other places (2 Kings 17:24), and also at a later date by Esarhaddon and Asshurbanipal (Ezra 4:2, Ezra 4:10). But there must likewise have been mingled with them a certain number of native Israelites, who had been left behind in the country by their Assyrian conquerors.

2. We seek your God] A priest had been brought back from captivity to teach them how to fear the Lord (2 Kings 17:28, 2 Kings 17:32-33). We do sacrifice unto Him] so one reading of the Heb., followed by the LXX, the clause expanding the plea of common worship. Another reading is 'yet we do no sacrifice,' the argument implying that they had hitherto had no opportunity of offering acceptable sacrifices, but now desired to do so at Jerusalem, the only lawful sanctuary. Esar-haddon] the successor of Sennacherib (681-668 b.c.). Assur] i.e. Assyria.

3. As king Cyrus, etc.] The fact that they were not authorised to extend to others the privileges conferred upon them by Cyrus was probably not the only motive that actuated the Jews. They no doubt felt that to admit to closer association such a hybrid community as the Samaritans, with their mixture of Hebrew and heathen rites of worship, would neutralise the impulse in the direction of purity of religion which they had derived from their experiences as exiles. 

4. The people of the land] i.e. the Samaritans and the other hostile neighbours of the Je ws; the annoyances they caused are referred to in Zechariah 8:10.

5. The reign of Darius] i.e. Darius Hystaspis, the third in succession to Cyrus, who was followed on the throne by Cambyses, Gomates (who personated Smerdis, and is consequently often styled Pseudo-Smerdis), and Darius, in the order named. Darius reigned from 521-485, so that the rebuilding of the Temple was interrupted for fifteen or sixteen years (536-520).

6. Ahasuerus] i.e. Xerxes (485-464), the successor of Darius Hystaspis.

7. Artaxerxes] i.e. Artaxerxes Longimanus (464-424), the successor of Xerxes. Since both Xerxes and Artaxerxes lived after Darius Hystaspis, to whom Ezra 4:24 probably refers, and to whose reign the contents of Ezra 5 belong, the section, Ezra 4:6-23, departs from the chronological succession of events either in consequence of some accidental misplacement, or because the writer has in view a comprehensive summary of the several occasions when opposition was offered to the Jews by their enemies. The charge made in this section against the Jews is not the building of the Temple (the subject of which is resumed in Ezra 4:24 and Ezra 5), but the fortification of Jerusalem (Ezra 4:12), either by Nehemiah (as related in the book of Neh) or by a body of Jews who came from Babylon before him, perhaps those who accompanied Ezra (see Ezra 7). Some, who consider the chronological sequence in this chapter to be unbroken, identify the 'Darius' of Ezra 4:24 with Darius Nothus (423-405); whilst others, who take Ezra 4:6-23 to be a detailed explanation of the opposition summarised in Ezra 4:5, identify Ahasuerus and Artaxerxes with Cambyses and Gomates, the two kings who came between Cyrus and Darius Hystaspis.

7. In the Syrian tongue, etc.] RV 'written in the Syrian (Aramean) character, and set forth in the Syrian (Aramean) tongue.'Aramean was the chief medium of communication between the different peoples of the East: cp. 2 Kings 18:26.

8. Rehum.. Shimshai] It is not clear whether Ezra 4:7-8 refer to more than one letter sent on different occasions by the enemies of the Jews, or to a single letter written by the persons named in Ezra 4:7 (who were presumably Samaritans) and communicated through the Persian officials named in Ezra 4:8.

9. Dinaites] The identification of most of the peoples mentioned in this v. is uncertain. The Susanchites were the natives of Shushan, the capital of Elam. 

10. On this side] RV 'beyond' (and so in Ezra 4:11, Ezra 4:16, Ezra 5:3, Ezra 5:6; Ezra 8:36), regarded from the point of view of the Persian court. 

11. At such a time] RV 'and so forth' (and so in Ezra 4:11 and Ezra 4:17). 

12. Joined the foundations] RV 'repaired the foundations.'

13. So thou shalt endamage] RV 'in the end it will endamage.'

14. We have.. palace] Mt. 'we have salted the salt of the palace': cp. the term 'salary,' from salarium, 'money given to provide salt.'

15. The book of the records] For such see Ezra 6:2. A rebellious city] This, so far as it was true, applied to Jerusalem only under Babylonian rule (see 2 Kings 24:1-20). But the circumstances of the time rendered the walling of the city suspicious, since Egypt, which lay so near, had recently been in revolt.

24. The second year.. Darius] 520 b.c., if, as is most probable, Darius Hystaspis is meant, as in Ezra 4:5 (the closing words of which are here repeated). But some suppose Darius Nothus (423-405) to be intended.

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-17

The Building of the Temple Recommenced
This chapter gives an account of a renewed attempt to rebuild the Temple, and recites a letter from the Persian officials in Judæa to the Persian court to enquire whether the Jews had leave to proceed with the work.

1. Then the prophets] The hostility of their neighbours (Ezra 4:4-5), coupled with disastrous seasons (Haggai 1:10-11; Haggai 2:17), had so discouraged the people that they said 'The time is not come for the Lord's house to be built' (Haggai 1:2). Out of this despondency they were roused by two prophets, whose presence amongst them must of itself have convinced them that the Spirit of the Lord was once more with them.

Haggai] The prophecies of Haggai were all delivered in the second year of Darius. In them he upbraided the people for bunding substantial houses for themselves whilst neglecting the House of God; attributed to such neglect the prevalent scarcity, which was God's judgment upon them; and when the work was once again taken in hand by Zerubbabel, predicted that the glory of the second Temple would exceed that of the first.

Zechariah] The prophecies of Zechariah (who was really son of Berechiah and grandson of Iddo) were delivered at intervals between the second and fourth years of Darius. In them he consoled his countrymen for their afflictions, denounced (God's wrath upon the nations who had oppressed Jerusalem, encouraged with hopes of a great future both Zerubbabel and Joshua in their work of rebuilding the Temple, and exhorted the people to truth, justice, and mercy.

In the name.. even unto them] RM 'in the name of the God of Israel which was upon them': cp. Jeremiah 14:9 (which is lit. 'thy name is called upon us').

2. Began to build] It had really been begun sixteen years before (Ezra 3:8.), but the work having been suspended, it had to be recommenced.

3. Tatnai] perhaps the satrap of all the Persian possessions W. of the Euphrates (the 'river'). 

4. Said we] better, with the LXX, 'said they.'

5. They could not cause them to cease] Tatnai could not venture to arrest a work which was alleged to have the sanction of Cyrus (Ezra 5:13), though he cautiously sent to Persia to have the statement verified. Till the matter came, etc.] RV 'till the matter should come to Darius, and then answer should be returned.'

13. Cyrus the king of Babylon] The king of Persia included Babylon within his dominions: cp. Nehemiah 13:6. 

14. Sheshbazzar] i.e. Zerubbabel: see on Nehemiah 1:8.

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-22

Completion and Dedication of the Temple
This chapter relates the authorisation of the construction of the Temple, and the completion of the work.

2. Achmetha] i.e. Ecbatana in Media.

3. Threescore cubits, etc.] The dimensions here given, which considerably exceed those of Solomon's Temple (1 Kings 6:2), perhaps marked the limits beyond which the builders were not to go. 

4. With three rows, etc.] cp. 1 Kings 6:36, which suggests that these materials were used in the construction of the Court, not of the edifice, of the Temple. Out. of the king's house] i.e. from the king's resources: cp. 1 Kings 7:20.

6. Now therefore, etc.] At this v. the decree of Darius begins. 

7. The governor of the Jews] i.e. Zerubbabel (Sheshbazzar), who was subordinate to Tatnai (Ezra 5:3). 

10. Sacrifices of sweet savours] cp. Genesis 8:21; Exodus 29:18. 

12. To alter] i.e. the decree. 

14. Artaxerxes] The Temple was really completed in the reign of Darius (Ezra 6:15), but Artaxerxes (464-424 b.c.) bestowed treasure upon it (see Ezra 7).

15. Adar] February-March.

The sixth year] i.e. 516 b.c. The Temple, which was begun for the second time in the second year of Darius, 520 b.c. (Haggai 1:14-15), had taken more than four years to finish. No complete description of it is forthcoming, but some information respecting it can be derived from allusions. If the measurements given in the decree of Cyrus (Ezra 6:3) were actually adopted, it must have been larger than that of Solomon (1 Kings 6:2), but otherwise it was much inferior to it (Ezra 3:12; Haggai 2:3). Like the earlier structure, it consisted of a Holy of Holies and a Holy Place, before each of which hung a vail (1 Maccabees 4:51); whilst it had in front of it more than one court (1 Maccabees 4:38, 1 Maccabees 4:48). The Holy of Holies was empty (the ark being lost); but the Holy Place contained the golden altar of incense, the candlestick, and the table of shewbread, together with various vessels (1 Maccabees 1:22). In one of the courts was the altar of burntoffering, constructed of 'whole stones' (1 Maccabees 4:47); and round the Temple building there were chambers, for the use of the priests and the storage of provisions (Ezra 8:29; Ezra 10:6; Nehemiah 10:34; Nehemiah 13:5; Nehemiah 1 Maccabees 4:38).

17. Twelve he goats] The number (see Numbers 7:37) was representative of the twelve tribes of Israel, though only a few of them had returned from their exile and were present at the festival. 

20. For the priests, etc.] better, 'for the priests had purified themselves, and the Levites, as one man, were all of them pure.' Killed the passover for all] i.e. the Levites, who in Hezekiah's time killed the passover lambs only for such as were not clean, now killed them for all alike, both priests and laity.

21. All such as had separated, etc.] cp. Ezra 10:11; Nehemiah 10:28. The allusion is to the Israelites left in the country when the flower of the population was removed by Nebuchadnezzar to Babylon, who had become contaminated by the surrounding heathen, but now detached themselves from them. 

22. The king of Assyria] i.e. Darius, whose predecessors had conquered Babylon, the mistress of Assyria.

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-28


The Journey of Ezra to Jerusalem
1. Now after.. Artaxerxes] The interval of time here implied amounted to more than fifty years, from the sixth year of Darius (516 b.c.) to the seventh year of Artaxerxes Longimanus (458 b.c.). Between the reign of Darius and Artaxerxes there intervened the reign of Xerxes (485-464 b.c.), to which belong the incidents related in the book of Esther. In the early years of his successor Artaxerxes an effort was made to surround Jerusalem, with a wall (see Ezra 4:12), though with no success. Probably to the same period should be assigned the ministry of the prophet Malachi. From his writings it may be gathered that the religious and moral condition of the Jewish community at Jerusalem was very unsatisfactory. The people were divided into two sections, the one scrupulous in their religious duties, the other sceptical and indifferent (Malachi 3:18). The latter party had contracted marriages with heathen women (Ezra 2:11); oppression and immorality were prevalent (Ezra 3:5); the Temple services were neglected (1:6-14); and the maintenance of the priesthood stinted (Ezra 3:8-10). Against the continuance of these evils the prophet raised a strong protest, denouncing divine judgment upon the offenders, but promising that God's blessing would attend them upon their reformation (Ezra 3:10; Ezra 4:1-3).

Ezra.. Seraiah] Ezra was a descendant of the Seraiah who was chief priest in the reign of the last king of Judah (2 Kings 25:18). His genealogy as given in Ezra 7:1-5 is abbreviated by the omission not only of all the generations separating him from Seraiah, but also of many of those between Seraiah and Aaron: cp. 1 Chronicles 6:3-15.

6. This Ezra] Ezra, as his history shows, was a devout and zealous ecclesiastic, of passionate temperament, strong religious faith, and rigid principles, who, though he met with temporary failure, in the end permanently influenced the thoughts and habits of his countrymen. A ready scribe] Ezra belonged to the class of literary men, who, being acquainted with the art of writing, had, in the time when the nation was independent, furnished its statesmen with their secretaries (2 Samuel 8:17; 1 Kings 4:3; 2 Kings 18:18), but now that its political life had ceased, were students of the Law, which they copied, and interpreted (cp. Nehemiah 8:7). All his request] The nature of this is implied in the letter of Artaxerxes (Ezra 7:12-26).

9. Began he to go up] better (by a slight correction), 'he fixed the going up.' The actual journey was not begun till the twelfth day (Ezra 8:31). The first month] i.e Nisan. (=Mar.-April). The fifth month] i.e. Ab (=July-August). The journey, which lasted some three months and a half, was probably made by way of the Euphrates to Carchemish, then across to Hamath, and so southward along the Orontes. The distance was about 900 m.

10. To teach in Israel] Ezra, though like Zerubbabel he led a body of settlers to Jerusalem, is never styled 'Tirshatha' (as Zerubbabel is in Ezra 2:63), and his mission appears to have had purely religious ends in view. The Jews who remained in Babylon, and who were surrounded by a population wholly heathen, were marked off from their neighbours by a much deeper line of cleavage than were the Jews of Palestine, and a higher standard of religious devotion prevailed amongst them: consequently when the religious laxity of the people of Jerusalem became known at Babylon, Ezra was sent to enquire into it (Ezra 7:14), to introduce reforms, and, by authority of the Persian king, to enforce the observance of the Law by means of penalties (Ezra 7:26).

12. King of kings] The same title was used by the kings of Babylon (Ezekiel 26:7; Daniel 2:37). Perfect peace, and at such a time] better, 'the whole' (of the usual heading) 'and so forth.'

13. His priests] RV 'their (i.e. Israel's) priests.'

14. His seven counsellors] In Esther 1:14 mention is made of seven princes 'who saw the king's face and sat the first in his kingdom.'

16. Canst find] i.e. obtain from the native Babylonians and Persians: cp. Ezra 1:4, Ezra 1:6.

22. Talents.. measures.. baths] The 'talent' used by the early Hebrews weighed 96 lb., the Persian talent was 66 lb. A 'measure' (Heb. cor) contained 83 gallons, a 'bath' a little more than 8 gallons. The wheat, wine, oil, and salt were required for the sacrificial offerings: see Exodus 29:40; Leviticus 2:13. 

23. Why should there be wrath, etc.] The piety of the Persian kings led them to seek the favour of the deities worshipped by the different nationalities under their sway: cp. Leviticus 6:10. 

26. Banishment] or exclusion from the congregation: cp. Leviticus 10:8.

27. Blessed be the lord, etc.] This introduces Ezra's thanksgiving for the king's letter. His gratitude to God is conspicuous throughout the passages in this book which proceed directly from him (e.g. Ezra 8:18, Ezra 8:22, Ezra 8:31), and is reflected in the account of the historian (Ezra 7:6, Ezra 7:9, etc.).

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-36

Particulars of Ezra's Company
1. Them that went up] The sum of the numbers given is 1,496. Only males are mentioned, and if no women accompanied them, the absence of such doubtless increased the tendency that the people manifested to intermarry with heathen families. 

2. Hattush] This should be connected closely with the following clause, Hattush being grandson of Shecaniah: 1 Chronicles 3:22. 

3. Of the sons of Pharosh] Most of the families in this list also appear (with some variations) in Ezra 2 and Nehemiah 7 as having contributed members to the body of immigrants that accompanied Zerubbabel in the reign of Cyrus. 

13. Of the last sons of Adonikam] perhaps those who belonged to the youngest branch of Adonikam's house.

15. Ahava] This was the name both of a town and of a river (Ezra 8:21) in Babylonia, on the road to Palestine. None of the sons of Levi] Only a small number of Levites had previously accompanied Zerubbabel (Ezra 2:36).

17. Casiphia] unidentified, but presumably near Babylon. And to his brethren the Nethinims] The text is defective, and should probably be corrected to 'and to his brethren (i.e. the Levites) and to the Nethinim.'

18. Of the sons of Mahli] Either the name of the 'man of understanding' has dropped out of the text, or else this expression itself represents a proper name, Ish-sechel: so RM.

22. The enemy in the way] probably such marauders as were accustomed to attack defenceless travellers: cp. Ezra 8:31. 

24. Sherebiah, Hashabiah] These were Levites, not priests (Nehemiah 12:24), so that the individuals selected were twenty-four in all, twelve priests and twelve Levites: cp. Ezra 8:30. 

26. Six hundred and fifty talents, etc.] The value of the offerings mentioned in this and the following v. is so great (approaching a million sterling), that exaggeration or textual corruption may be suspected.

30. Took.. silver] i.e. took the silver weighed out to them (Ezra 8:26). 

33. By the hand of] RV 'into the hand of': the persons named being those with whom the silver brought from Babylon was deposited. 

34. By number.. of every one] RV 'the whole by number and by weight.'

36. The king's commissions] i.e. the directions intended for the royal treasurers (Ezra 7:21). Lieutenants] lit. 'satraps.'

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-15

Ezra's Indignation at Intermarriages with the Heathen
1. The Canaanites, etc.] In the Law it was only with the various Canaanite nations that marriage was altogether forbidden (Exodus 34:12-16; Deuteronomy 7:1-3). David was descended from a union between an Israelite and a Moabitess (Ruth 1:4; Ruth 4:17), and Solomon had married an Egyptian princess without reproach (1 Kings 3:1). But the principle which excluded alliances with certain nations was doubtless felt to be applicable to others also, and Solomon's marriages with women of the Moabites and Ammonites had certainly been attended with calamitous results (1 Kings 11:1-2).

3. Plucked off the hair] Baldness artificially produced was a sign of mourning: Isaiah 15:2; Isaiah 22:12; Jeremiah 16:6; Amos 8:10; Job 1:20. 

8. A nail] a figure for security: cp. Isaiah 22:23. In his holy place] i.e. Jerusalem: cp. Psalms 24:3; Isaiah 56:7; Isaiah 57:13.

9. We were bondmen] RV 'we are bondmen': i.e. subjects of the Persians: cp. Nehemiah 9:36. A wall] i.e. protection (RM 'a fence').

11. The filthiness of the people] The iniquity of the Canaanite peoples, whose land Israel had taken in possession, is alluded to in Genesis 15:16; Deuteronomy 9:5 : cp. also 1 Kings 21:26.

13. Such deliverance] RV 'such a remnant.'

15. For we.. escaped] better, 'for we are left but a remnant that is escaped.' God's righteousness had been vindicated by the almost complete destruction of the guilty people; but His mercy had been manifested in the survival of a few who were now imperilling themselves by fresh offences.

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-44

The Foreign Wives are Divorced
3. According to the law] see Deuteronomy 24:1-2, which required a bill of divorcement. 

5. The chief priests] RV 'the chiefs of the priests': see 2 Chronicles 36:14.

6. Johanan] If the Eliashib meant is the contemporary of Nehemiah (Nehemiah 13:4, Nehemiah 13:7) and Johanan was really his grandson (not his son, see Nehemiah 12:22), he must have lived a long while after Ezra, and consequently the description of the chamber, here alluded to, as the chamber of Johanan applies not to the time of Ezra, but to that of the compiler of the book. But it is possible that another Johanan is intended.

8. Forfeited] lit. 'placed under the ban.' Goods that were 'banned' were brought into the treasury of the Lord (Joshua 6:19). For the authority under which these proceedings were undertaken see Ezra 7:26. 

9. The ninth month] i.e. Chisleu (=Nov.-Dec.). In Palestine rain falls regularly in December, and on this occasion was perhaps heavier than usual. 

13. We are many, etc.] better, 'we have greatly transgressed.'

14. Let now our rulers.. stand] i.e. as a committee to see into the question of the divorces. 

15. Were employed about] RV 'stood up against.' The opposition was not really strong. 

16, 17. The tenth month.. the first] i.e. Tebeth (=Dec.-Jan.) and Nisan (=Mar.-Apr.).

18. Of the guilty there were 17 priests, 10 Levites, singers and porters, and 86 laymen, making a total of 113. 

25. Of Israel] i.e. of the laity, as contrasted with the priests and Levites. 

44. Some of them, etc.] The text is obscure and perhaps corrupt: the LXX renders 'and had begotten children by them'; whilst 1 Esdras 9:36 has 'and they put them away with their children.' The harsh measures here described were adopted by Ezra and his supporters owing to the necessity of preserving the distinctive faith of their race from being contaminated by, and finally lost in, the heathendom that surrounded it. A small and feeble community, deprived of national independence, was peculiarly exposed to external influences; and Ezra might well fear that the proneness to idolatry from which his countrymen had been purified by the exile might revive, if marriage alliances were permitted with the neighbouring peoples, whose women, in the words of Malachi (Malachi 2:11), were 'the daughters of a strange god.' Nothing further is related of Ezra himself after this attempt to prevent mixed marriages until his reappearance in company with Nehemiah in 444 (Nehemiah 8:1); and nothing is known for certain respecting the condition of affairs in Judæa between the last events here recorded and the arrival of Nehemiah at Jerusalem, as narrated in Nehemiah 2. But one section of this book (Ezra 4:6-23) shows that in the reign of Artaxerxes an endeavour was made to rebuild the fortifications of the city by a body of Jews who had recently arrived there (Ezra 10:12), and it is natural to connect this body with those who accompanied Ezra. The offence given to the peoples with whom intermarriage had lately been prohibited would render it desirable to secure the safety of the reforming party and it may well have been to them that the scheme for surrounding the place with a wall was due. As has been seen, it was frustrated through information being sent respecting it to the Persian authorities; and if Ezra was in any way thought to be responsible for it, it is easily intelligible that his influence was in consequence impaired, and he himself forced into the obscurity in which the history leaves him.

